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Sir: 

The patents and/or publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form- 1449 are 
submitted pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98. Copies of the patents or 
publications are enclosed as necessary. 

This information disclosure statement is being filed with the application or 
within three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national 
stage of an international application or, to the best of the undersigned's knowledge, before 




the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. In 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), no certification or fee is required. 

References DE 196 00 538 A 1 , DE 34 26 863 and JP 6-4206 are described 
in the specification. Thus, no further comments concerning their teachings are believed 
necessary. References DE 37 41 973 C2, DE 196 34 145 A 1 and DE 34 08173 Al include 
an English abstract and, thus, no further comments concerning their teachings is believed 
necessary. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

MARSHALL, O'TOOLE, GERSTEIN, 

MURRAY & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6402 
(3 12) 474-6300 




Reg. No: 41,549 

December 15, 2000 



- 2 - 



